
Don’t forget Eucharistic 
Adoration too! 

Almsgiving is more than 
charity collections. Yes, 
we will have collections 
through Lent for charities 
each week. But don’t for-
get that the Lord wants us 
to give up bitterness and 
division too, and some-
times it just requires hu-
mility to heal broken rela-
tionships. 

Penance is good for our 
souls too. But do we give 
up the right thing? Is it 
good enough to give up 
sugar, when we are addict-
ed to television, internet, 
or some other thing? 
That’s what we should give 
up. 

And don’t forget Confes-
sion. Every Catholic 
should make their confes-
sion during Lent. Make the 
most of the opportunities! 

This Wednesday, is Ash 
Wednesday. Let’s begin 
Lent with a personal plan.  

The Gospel passage on 
Wednesday is taken from 
the Sermon on the Mount 
from the Gospel of St Mat-
thew. This passage reminds 
us of the three pillars of 
Lent: prayer, fasting and 
almsgiving. If we are to 
keep Lent well, we must 
attend to all three of these. 
Most people think of 
something to give up, 
which we should, but what 
are you going to take on 
that is positive? 

Prayer is more that just 
saying prayers. It is all 
about our communication 
with God. Communication 
is a two-way thing. We 
need to listen to God, as 
well as speak to him. We 
also communicate with 
people silently, by being 
easy in their presence. All 
of this belongs to prayer. 
We should listen through 
reading the Word of God. 
You have copies of St Mat-
thew’s Gospel. Take a 
small section each day and 
read it, asking the Lord to 
help you to see what this 
means for you. As well as 
set prayers, have a time of 
just speaking to the Lord 
about the reality of your 
life. And don’t forget to be 
silent too, to give time to 
listen for the Lord speak-
ing. There are great devo-
tions like the Rosary and 
Stations of the Cross. 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
Bl Daniel Brottier 

1876-1936 
Daniel Brottier was or-
dained priest at the age of 
23. Fr Daniel soon became 
restless to become a mis-
sionary, and joined the 
Holy Ghost Fathers. He 
was sent to Senegal. He 
gave instruction in the sec-
ondary school, and found-
ed a centre for child wel-
fare. His poor health meant 

he had to return to France. 
During WWI he was a 
military chaplain. His 
greatest work was in Paris, 
where he took charge of an 
orphanage under the pat-
ronage of St Therese. His 
work brought about the 
founding of workshops to 
train the children, and 
sought to place them in 
Catholic homes. He was 
beatified by St John Paul II. 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Biddulph Sun 8.30am 
Goldenhill Sun 10.30am 
Kidsgrove Sat 6pm 
Packmoor Sun 6pm 

Saturday 22nd   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday John Martin 

Sunday 23rd                   
Seventh Sunday of   
Ordinary Time (A)  

9.00am    Holy Mass George & Winifred Hall 

 11.00am   Holy Mass John Burton 

   6.30pm Holy Mass Int Baby Erin Primrose 

Monday 24th 
Feria 

  9.30am  Holy Mass Holy Souls  

 6.00pm   Holy Mass Holy Souls 

Tuesday 25th 
Feria 

9.15am    Holy Mass Holy Souls 

  9.30am  Morning Prayer  

   2.15pm Holy Rosary  

 6.00pm   Holy Mass Simon Doherty & Maughan family 

Wednesday 26th         
ASH WEDNESDAY  
Day of Fasting & Abstinence 

 9.30am   Liturgy of the Word  & Distribution of Ashes 

11.00am    Holy Mass 

  2.15pm  

 6.30pm   Holy Mass  Holy Souls 

Thursday 27th              
Feria of Lent 

6.00pm    Holy Mass Eileen Marrow 

 7.30pm   Heart to Heart  

Friday 28th 
Feria of Lent 
Day of Abstinence 

  9.30am  Holy Mass (in church) Holy Souls 

   6.00pm Holy Mass Holy Souls 

Saturday 29th  
Feria of Lent 

9.15am    Holy Mass Holy Souls 

  6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Int Pat Dodds (80th Birthday) 

Sunday 1st 
First Sunday of Lent 
(A) 

9.00am    Holy Mass Ellen O’Sullivan 

 11.00am   Holy Mass Arthur & Sarah Holmes 

   6.30pm Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

Liturgy of the Word  & Distribution of Ashes 

Holy Souls 

  10.00am  Stations of the Cross  

6.30pm    Stations of the Cross  

9.45am    Eucharistic Adoration  

   5.00pm Eucharistic Adoration  

Lenten Penance 
The Church’s law gives us the very 

minimum of what we should do to ob-
serve the penitential times.  

Fasting means eating at most one meal 
and two snacks which together don’t 

amount to a meal. Real fasting, of 
course, is refraining from eating at all. 
Those who are sick or pregnant should 
not fast. Children and older people do 

not have to fast, but can do! 
Abstinence means eating no meat. 
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Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps are dedicated for:  
St Joseph’s: Kathleen Steele 
Sanctuary lamps can be dedicated. 
Minimum donation £5. Please 
make a note of intention and pre-
ferred church. 

PARISH REGISTERS 

Care Home outreach 
Kidsgrove The next 
prayer service will be 
at Maple Tree Court, 
Gloucester Rd, on 
Tuesday  17th March 
at 10.30am.  

Biddulph The prayer service for 
our Biddulph Churches Together 
group is Sunday 8th March at Tall 
Oakes at 3pm. 

We welcome everyone to come and join us.  

 

 

 
The Friendship Club is a monthly 

meeting for older people, organised 
by Fr Hudson’s Care. The next meet-
ing is on Tuesday 25th February, at 
the usual time of 2pm at Kidsgrove 
Town Hall. New people are always 

welcome, so come and give it a try. If 
you need more details or would like 

to arrange transport please ring 
01782 269990 

Baptism 
Welcome to the family of the Church 
to Roman Lucca Arthur Platt bap-
tised at St Joseph’s on Saturday. 
Deaths 
Please pray for the soul of Peter 
Jones. Details to follow.  

Requiescat in pace 

Heart to heart 
Come and experience 
the joy of a Heart to 

Heart with Jesus. Each 
week we have an hour 
of prayer based on the 

Gospel.  
Heart to Heart is on 

Thursdays at 7.30pm. 
Come and try it! 

Fr Julian is currently walking the Vía 
de la Plata and Camino Sanabrés 

from Seville to Santiago de Compo-
stela this year. The whole route is 
1000km and the aim is to raise £10 
per km for Teenage Cancer Trust. 

You can do this at 
www.justgiving.com/

fundraising/frjuliancamino  
Sponsor forms are in church to sup-

port Fr Julian’s Camino. Please on-
ly sign up on the form when 

actually donating the money, to 
help with keeping track of the 

fundraising. 

Follow Fr Julian’s progress at 
frjulianscamino.blogspot.com 

rededication of   
England as the   

dowry of our lady 
You are all invited to be part of this 

wonderful initiative of the Bishops of 
England & Wales: to rededicate Eng-

land to Our Lady. This first hap-
pened in 1381, when King Richard II 
consecrated the country to Our La-
dy. The rededication has two part: 

the personal consecration, which you 
are all invited to take part in, and the 
rededication of the country, which 

we are invited to participate in. 

We started the person preparation 
for Consecration on Friday. It’s not 
to late to start. Pick up a booklet 
from the back of church. 

Wednesday 25th March: For those 
who have prepared: making a Per-
sonal Consecration to Our Lady 

Sunday 29th March: The rededica-
tion takes places around the country, 
at Walsingham shrine, and in Cathe-
drals and Churches at 12noon. That 
Sunday we have Bishop McGough 
with us. He will confirm the children 
at St Joseph’s at 11am Mass. At the 
end of Mass we will join the national 
rededication. You are all invited to 
share in a ‘bring & share’ buffet after. 

Biddulph Refreshments To sup-
port Fr Julian's fundraising efforts for 
Teenage Cancer Trust we are looking 
for volunteers to make a dozen cup-
cakes and two slicing cakes to be 
served each Sunday after Mass with 
tea and coffee. The donations will go 
to his sponsorship for the Teenage 
Cancer Trust. We already have four 
volunteers and would like a few more 
to join a rota. If you are able to help 
then please see Jackie Menzies. 

Women’s World Day 
of Prayer  

‘Praying with Zimbabwe’ 
Friday 6th March 

You are warmly invited to a service 
at  Biddulph Methodist Church 

 at 1.30pm  
Led by women  from each church in 
the Biddulph area. Men and women 

are welcome.  
A play area for pre school children 
will be set up at the back of church 
and refreshments served after the 

service. 

Stations of the 
Cross in Lent 

 

 

 

 
The Stations of the Cross will be 

prayed in our churches during Lent 
at the following times: 

Monday 5.30pm St Joseph’s 
Tuesday 2.15pm St Patrick’s 
Thursday 6.30pm English Martyrs’ 
Friday 10am St John’s 
Come and join us to pray the Stations of 

the Cross! 

There will be Eucharistic Adoration 
at the following times in Lent: 

Monday 10 to 10.45am St John’s 
Thursday 7.30 to 8.30pm St Joseph’s 
(Heart to Heart) 
Friday 5 to 6pm St Patrick’s 
Saturday 9.45 to 10.30am English 
Martyrs’ 
Come and spend some time in the Eucha-

ristic presence of the Lord this Lent! 

These are the times for devotions in 
principle: Check the weekly bulletin! 



KEY VERSE: "Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the de-
sert to be tempted by the devil" (v. 1). 
TO KNOW: The Church offers us these forty days of Lent 
as an opportunity to overcome sin in our lives, and to pre-
pare ourselves for Christ's triumph over evil through his glo-
rious resurrection. Following his baptism, Jesus spent forty 
days in the desert. The Israelites were tested for forty years 
in the wilderness and failed, whereas Jesus proved his faith-
fulness on his forty day desert sojourn. In contrast to the 
disobedience of God's people, Jesus rejected every tempta-
tion to earthly power. The ways of the world were not the 
ways of Jesus. He defeated Satan's distorted use of God's 
word by quoting from the book of Deuteronomy that retold 
the story of Israel's desert wanderings. Matthew wrote, “The 
devil left Jesus for a time” (Mt 4:11), but those temptations 
keep coming back to those who follow Jesus. As disciples, 
we have to try to be a community that rejects the so-called 
wisdom of the world and humbly follow Jesus as his disci-
ples. 
TO LOVE: What will help me overcome temptations during 
this season of Lent? 
TO SERVE: Lord Jesus, I rededicate myself to you this 
Lent.   

FUNDRAISING  
Collections  
Biddulph/Packmoor 09/02/20 
Gift Aid £338.70, Non Gift Aid 
£154.51, Total £493.21. 16/02/20 
Gift Aid £377.80, Non Gift Aid 
£144.87, Total £522.67. Pro Life 
£106.77. Goldenhill Gift Aid 
£368.00, Non Gift Aid £195.86, 
Total £563.86. Pro Life £87.13. 
Kidsgrove Gift Aid £280.00, Non 
Gift Aid £133.06, Total £413.06. 
Pro Life £91.83. 

Goldenhill and Kidsgrove 200 
Club This week 1st Prize £20, 
No.10 R Bennison; 2nd Prize £10, 
No.90 K Melvin; 3rd Prize £5, 
No.92 D Hewitt. Monthly Draw 
1st Prize £75, No.60 B Cunningham; 
2nd Prize £50, No.125 J Cooper; 3rd 
Prize £25, No.61 V Jones. 

APF Red Boxes If you have a red 
box from Biddulph or Packmoor, 
then please bring them to church 
during February to be emptied and 
counted. Thank you. 

Kidsgrove Offertory Envelopes 
The new boxes of envelopes for St 
John’s parishioners are available to 
collect at the back of church. 

Lenten Alms Collections This 

Matthew 4:1-11 

Jesus was led by the Spirit out into the wilderness to be 
tempted by the devil. He fasted for forty days and forty 
nights, after which he was very hungry, and the tempter 
came and said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, tell these 
stones to turn into loaves.’ But he replied, ‘Scripture says: 
Man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from 
the mouth of God.’ The devil then took him to the holy city 
and made him stand on the parapet of the Temple. ‘If you 
are the Son of God’ he said ‘throw yourself down; for scrip-
ture says: He will put you in his angels’ charge, and they will 
support you on their hands in case you hurt your foot against a 
stone.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Scripture also says: You must not put 
the Lord your God to the test.’ Next, taking him to a very high 
mountain, the devil showed him all the kingdoms of the 
world and their splendour. ‘I will give you all these’ he said, 
‘if you fall at my feet and worship me.’ Then Jesus replied, 
‘Be off, Satan! For scripture says: You must worship the Lord 
your God, and serve him alone.’ Then the devil left him, and 
angels appeared and looked after him. 

NEXT SUNDAY ’S GOSPEL 

Parish Priest’s Open House  
Open House is where Fr Julian is 
available in the Presbytery at St Jo-
seph’s to meet parishioners for any 
concern. No Open House this 
week. The next Open House is on 
Monday 2nd March 6.30 to 7.30pm. 

DEANERY & BEYOND 
Through Lent with St Matthew 
The priests of the Deanery are organ-
ising four evenings of study and pray-
er with St Matthew’s Gospel. This 
provides a great way for parishioners 
to engage with the Gospel in this 
Year of the Word. It is taking place at 
Our Lady & St Peter’s in Stoke, in 
the St Catherine Room, on the eve-
nings of Friday 28th February, 6th, 
13th and 20th March. The sessions 
are 7pm to 9pm. All welcome. 

Bishop McGough’s Jubilee This 
year Bishop McGough celebrates 50 
years as a priest. You are invited to 
join him at Sacred Heart Tunstall at 
2pm on Saturday 14th March, for a 

thanksgiving Mass in celebration of 
his Golden Jubilee. 

Vocations Mass The next Deanery 
Vocations Mass will be on Tuesday 
24th March at Holy Trinity, Newcas-
tle at 7pm. Please come and join with 
other parishes and schools from the 
deanery to pray for vocations to the 
priesthood, diaconate and religious 
life. 

Thanksgiving for Marriage 
There will be a Mass in thanksgiving 
for marriage on two consecutive Sat-
urdays: 9th May & 16th May. Both 
Masses take place at 12noon at St 
Chad’s Cathedral Birmingham and 
are followed by refreshments in the 
Grimshaw Room. The Mass is for all 
married couples and for those plan-
ning to get married this year. For 
more information, or to register to 
go, please contact Lianne Pap on 
lianne.pap@rc-birmingham.org  
Please also contact Lianne if you are 
celebrating a special anniversary. 

year’s Lenten alms are for the follow-
ing charities:  
1st Sunday St Chad’s Cathedral  
2nd Sunday CAFOD 
3rd Sunday Christian Blind Mission 
4th Sunday Mary’s Meals 
5th Sunday Walsingham Shrine 
6th Sunday Holy Places 

Used Postage Stamps Please bring 
all used stamps (leave half an inch 
around the stamp) to English Mar-
tyr’s church, as the school are col-
lecting them for RBIB. 


